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ABSTRACT
This study aims to investigate how 125 students enrolled in an English Preparatory Program at a state
university use and view mobile phones for different language learning purposes. To achieve this aim, the
researchers utilized a questionnaire made up of three parts, namely, the demographic section, mobile phone
usage and practice related section, and a section on the acceptance of mobile phones for language learning.
They also interviewed with 10 students to obtain further information on their responses and transcribed
students’ responses to the questions as they heard from students’ utterances. Results revealed that most of
the students used mobile phones for voice communication and sending/receiving SMS messages. Furthermore,
results showed that students generally accepted the use of mobile phones for language learning despite having
some concerns about the quality that mobile phones can bring to learning English as a foreign language
within/beyond the classroom context.
Key Words: Language learning, mobile learning, mobile language learning, educational technology, English
preparatory program.

INTRODUCTION
In recent years, many researchers and EFL teachers have integrated the technology into their L2 learning and
teaching contexts in that mobile devices are becoming strikingly ubiquitous (Park, 2011). Mobile learning is any
service or facility that supplies a learner with general electronic information and educational content that aids
in acquisition of knowledge regardless of location and time (Lehner & Nosekabel, 2002). Mobile devices such as
mobile phones, smart phones, palmtops, personal digital assistants (PDA), and tablet PCs are typically utilized
in mobile learning (Kukulska-Hulme & Traxler, 2005).
Mobile assisted language learning (MALL) is another variety of m-learning that is applied exclusively for L2
learning. In the early 2000s, there was some vagueness with respect to the acceptance of mobile devices due
to L2 teachers’ having insufficient knowledge of the best way to utilize them in a variety of learning
environments (Kukulska-Hulme & Shield, 2008). However, since the 2000s, the use of mobile devices has
gained popularity in the field of L2 learning and more research studies have been done to widen EFL teachers’
knowledge of mobile language learning (Kukulska-Hulme, 2009; Kukulska-Hulme & Bull, 2009). As Dudeney &
Hockly (2012) indicate, the leading English language teaching (ELT) publishers producing standalone or
coursebook-related applications have enhanced the development of MALL globally over the last decade.
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Mobile learning provides many advantages for EFL learners: flexibility, low cost, small size and user-friendliness
(Huang, Huang, Huang & Lin, 2012). It also establishes a learning context where students can access
notifications, weekly activities, feedbacks, assignments and grading reports (Kristoffersen & Ljungberg, 1998).
However, mobile learning is not without some disadvantages for EFL learners: small screen size, limited
presentation of graphics, limited battery lives (Albers & Kim, 2001; Şad & Göktaş, 2013).
In our time, mobile phones emerge as a powerful L2 learning device as many people have mobile phones
equipped with services such as Wireless Internet (Wi-Fi), multimedia message (MMS), Bluetooth, General
Packet Radio System (GPRS) and Global Systems for Mobile (GSM). It is via these highly technological services
that EFL learners can have direct access to the information that they need with ease. A plethora of mobile
phone applications (e.g. British Council apps, Duolingo, Two min English, Game to learn English powowbox,
Real English) are available on the Internet for EFL learners.
In the related literature, research into preparatory program EFL learners’ use and acceptance of mobile phones
is partial and scarce (Saran, Seferoglu & Cagiltay, 2008; Saran, Seferoglu & Cagiltay, 2009; Saran, Seferoglu &
Cagiltay, 2012). Hence, the purpose of the present study is to contribute to the related literature by
investigating preparatory program EFL learners’ use and acceptance of mobile phones.
LITERATURE REVIEW
Mobile assisted language learning (MALL) has remarkably altered how EFL students communicate and access
information. The impact of such a powerful L2 learning environment has permeated all fields of English
language learning in today’s ELT world. Since mobile L2 learning technologies have the power to change
traditional practices within/beyond EFL classroom contexts, they have attracted the attention of researchers,
practitionnaires, ELT curriculum developers, educational technologists and computer programmers.
Researchers have investigated the potentials and effectiveness of utilizing MALL in a variety of fields of L2
learning such as listening (Edirisingha, Rizzi, Nie & Rothwell, 2007), speaking (Rueckert, Kiser, & Cho, 2012),
reading (Huang & Lin, 2011) , writing (Morita, 2003), vocabulary (Chen & Chung, 2008), pronunciation (Ducate
& Lomicka, 2009; Saran et al., 2009), and grammar (Baleghizadeh & Oladrostam, 2010; Begum, 2011; Rueckert
et al., 2012).
Over the last decade, researchers have also attempted to investigate L2 learning by utilizing various mobile
technologies such as mobile phones (e.g. Levy & Kennedy, 2005), Apple iPhones (e.g. de Jong, Specht & Koper,
2010) and pocket PCs (e.g. Wong & Looi, 2010). However, what is evident is that the possibility of L2 teachers’
deploying technology powerfully and successfully is closely linked with their attitudes towards the technology
(Luan, Fung, Nawawi and Hong, 2010). To put it differently, it can be stressed that the degree of technology
implementation is, undoubtedly, based on L2 teachers’ positive attitudes toward the technology (Huang &
Liaw). In this vein, today’s research studies focus on learners’/teachers’ attitudes towards technology, their
intention to use it, and the various actual uses of mobile technology embedded in their L2 learning/teaching
experiences (Chang & Hsu, 2011; Cheng, Hwang, Wu, Shadiev & Xie, 2010 etc.). Most of these research studies
reveal that learners/teachers have a positive attitude towards the use of mobile technologies for L2 learning
and teaching (Viberg & Grönlund, 2012).
A majority of L2 researchers have examined the strengths of using a) short message service (SMS) (e.g. Lu,
2008; Motallebzadeh & Ganjali, 2011), b) microblogging (mobile blogging) (e.g. Borau, Ullrich, Feng & Shen,
2009; Shao, 2010), c) ambient intelligence systems (e.g. Leonidis et al, 2012) and augmented Reality (AR) (e.g.
Specht, Ternier & Greller, 2011; Liu, Tan & Chu, 2010) and d) global positioning system (GPS) (e.g. Ogata et al.,
2008) in L2 learning. Most of these researchers reported that mobile technology users outperformed more
than non-mobile technology users with regard to L2 learning.
Despite the focus on investigating a) the use of MALL in learning L2 skills and components, b) the use of mobile
technologies such as mobile phones, Apple iPhones and pocket PCS, c) L2 learners’ and teachers’ attitudes and
perceptions about the technology and d) the strengths of using SMS, mobileblogging, ambient intelligence
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systems and AR and GPS, there is insufficient research into individuals’ EFL learners’ language learning
strategies and learning styles when utilizing mobile devices for their language learning. Such research can have
a remarkable impact on curriculum developers who aim to design L2 learning activities including mobile
techologies (Viberg & Grönlund, 2012).

METHODOLOGY
Sample Characteristics
The study was conducted with the participation of 125 EFL students in English preparatory education at a state
university in Turkey. The subjects were randomly selected. The age of the students ranged from 18 to 23, with
a mean of 20. Sixty-four were males and sixty-one were females. One hundred and thirteen students had
access to the Internet, whereas twelve students did not have access to the Internet. While one hundred and
thirteen students had 3G type of mobile service, twelve students had 2/2.5 G type of mobile service. Regarding
handset brands, fifty-one students had Samsung, thirteen students had Nokia, eight students had Sony and
fifty-three students had other handset brands. With respect to talk time per day, fifty-six students had talk time
more than 20 minutes, twenty-three students had talk time 6-10 minutes, twenty-one students had talk time
11-15 minutes, fourteen students had talk time 16-20 minutes per day and eleven students had talk time less
than 5 minutes. Regarding the number of SMS received and sent per day, while ninety-three students received
more than 20 SMS, eleven students received less than 5 SMS, nine students received 6-10 SMS, seven students
received 11-15 SMS and five students received 16-20 SMS, eighty-seven students sent more than 20 SMS,
fifteen students sent less than 5 SMS, ten students sent 11-15 SMS, eight students sent 16-20 SMS and five
students sent 6-10 SMS. Each participant was assigned a number during the data analysis procedure due to
ethical considerations and they were reminded that this research would not be utilized for any assessment
purposes and that personal details would be kept confidential. The demographic properties of the participants
are presented in Table 1.
Table 1: Demographic Properties of the Participants
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Frequency
Percentage (%)
Age
18-20
105
84
21-23
20
16
24-24+
Gender
Male
64
51
Female
61
49
Internet
Yes
113
90
Access
No
12
10
Mobile
2/2.5 G
12
10
Service
3G
113
90
4G
Handset
Nokia
13
11
brands
Samsung
51
41
Sony
8
6
Others
53
42
Talk time
Less than 5 minutes
11
9
per day
6-10 minutes
23
18
11-15 minutes
21
17
16-20 minutes
14
11
More than 20 minutes
56
45
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Number of
SMS received
per day

Less than 5 SMS
6-10 SMS
11-15SMS
16-20 SMS
More than 20SMS

11
9
7
5
93

9
7
6
4
74

Number of
SMS sent
per day

Less than 5 SMS
15
12
6-10 SMS
5
4
11-15 SMS
10
8
16-20 SMS
8
6
More than 20 SMS
87
70
___________________________________________________________________
Total
125
100
___________________________________________________________________

Instrument and Data Collection
A questionnaire was designed by the researchers to gather data about English preparatory program students’
use and acceptance of mobile phones for different language learning purposes. The questionnaire was made
up of three parts. The first part asked about personal information such as age, gender and access to the
Internet. The second part of the questionnaire contained twenty-three items with respect to English
preparatory program students’ use of mobile phones in learning English as a foreign language based on a
5-point Likert scale (from 1= never to 5= always). The final part of the questionnaire included eleven items
regarding English preparatory program students’ acceptance of mobile phones in learning English as a foreign
language based on a 5-point Likert scale (from 1= strongly disagree to 5= strongly agree).
The development of the instrument was guided by five colleagues working in the same higher education
context. This panel of experts, two native experts and three non-native EFL teachers, evaluated the instrument
for content and face validity and contended that the questionnaire was appropriate and comprehensive for the
context of the study. To check the reliability, the instrument was analyzed through the Cronbach’s Alpha
Coefficient α = 0.92, which showed a high level of reliability.
The questionnaires were administered to the English preparatory program students at a state university
located in a rural area in Turkey (N=125) during March 2015. The return rate from these English preparatory
school students was 100 % (N=125). After analyzing the collected data, 10 of these English preparatory school
students were contacted again to have an interview. The purpose of the interview was to reveal students’
specific ideas on using and accepting mobile phones in learning English as a foreign language. Interview
questions contained five items. These questions were posed to ten students and students’ responses to the
questions were transcribed by the researchers when being heard from students’ utterances. The questions
posed by the researchers in the interview were as follows:
1.Do you think that mobile phones should be used as language learning tools at English preparatory programs?
2. Do you think that mobile phones should be integrated into English preparatory programs?
3. How should mobile phones be utilized in learning English as a foreign language?
4. Do you think that using mobile phones is beneficial for learning English as a foreign language?
What are the benefits of using mobile phones for learning English as a foreign language?
5. Are there any weaknesses of using mobile phones for learning English as a foreign language?
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RESULTS
Students’ Scores on Questionnaire
Table 2: Distribution of Mean Scores on English Preparatory Program Students’ Use of Mobile Phones for
Learning English as a Foreign Language
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Items
M
SD
1. I listen to English songs on my mobile phone.
3.75
1.09
2. I watch English movies/soap operas on my mobile.
2.86
1.41
3. I watch English news on my mobile phone.
1.84
1.08
4. I talk with my classmates in English on my mobile phone.
1.88
0.97
5. I talk with my English teacher in English on my mobile phone.
1.84
1.12
6. I talk with my international friends at our university in English
1.84
1.12
on my mobile phone.
7. I read basic level English reading passages on the Internet on my mobile phone.
2.91
1.19
8. I read basic level English stories on the Internet on my mobile phone.
2.64
1.15
9. I read basic level English SMS sent by my classmates to me on my mobile phone.
3.08
1.42
10. I read basic level English SMS sent by my English teacher to me
3.20
1.47
on my mobile phone.
11. I read basic level English SMS sent by my international friends at our university
2.66
1.45
to me on my mobile phone.
12. I send my classmates basic level English SMS on my mobile phone.
2.53
1.32
13. I send my English teacher basic level English SMS on my mobile phone.
2.28
1.27
14. I send my international friends at our university basic level English SMS
2.04
1.29
on my mobile phone.
15. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the structural
3.47
1.36
properties of basic grammatical structures in English.
16. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the meanings
3.64
1.33
of basic grammatical structures in English.
17. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the uses of basic 3.60
1.30
grammatical structures in English.
18. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I have access
3.68
1.32
to the examples with respect to the basic grammatical structures in English.
19. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the meanings
4.78
0.59
of unknown English words from the electronic dictionaries on the Internet.
20. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the meanings
4.49
0.99
of unknown English idioms from the electronic dictionaries on the Internet.
21. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the present,
4.42
0.90
past and past participle forms of English irregular verbs from the electronic
dictionaries on the Internet.
22. I listen to how native speakers pronounce English words from pronunciation
4.07
1.07
sites on the Internet due to the Internet function of my mobile phone and I try to
pronounce these English words just like native speakers do.
23. I listen to how my English teacher pronounces English words, videotape
2.64
1.55
his/her pronounciation of these English words and try to pronounce these
English words just like my English teacher does.
Overall score

3.04

1.20

As seen in table 2, the results of the questionnaire indicated that although English preparatory program
students always/generally learned (a) the meanings of unknown English words(item 19, M= 4.78; SD= 0.59), (b)
the meanings of unknown English idioms (item 20, M= 4.49; SD= 0.99), (c) the present, past and past participle
67
Copyright © International Journal on New Trends in Education and Their Implications / www.ijonte.org

International Journal on New Trends in Education and Their Implications
July 2015 Volume: 6 Issue: 3 Article: 07 ISSN 1309-6249

forms of English irregular verbs (item 21, M= 4.42; SD= 0.90) from the electronic dictionaries on the Internet,
(d) how native speakers pronounced English words from pronunciation sites on the Internet due to the Internet
function of their mobile phone, most of these English preparatory program students rarely (a)watched English
news (item 3, M= 1.84; SD= 1.08), (b) talked with their classmates in English on their mobile phones (item 4, M=
1.88; SD= 0.97), (c)talked with their English teacher in English on their mobile phones (item 5, M= 1.84; SD=
1.12), (d)talked with their international friends at their university in English on their mobile phone (item 6, M=
1.84; SD= 1.12), (e) sent their English teacher basic level English SMS on their mobile phones (item 13, M=
2.28; SD= 1.27) and (f)sent their international friends at their university basic level English SMS on their mobile
phones (item 14, M= 2.04; SD= 1.29). Overall, English preparatory program students utilized mobile phones
very fairly when learning English as a foreign language by scoring lower than 4 on nineteen items on the five
point scale.
Table 3: Distribution of Mean Scores on English Preparatory Program Students’Acceptance of Mobile Phones
for Learning English as a Foreign Language
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Items
M
SD
24. Mobile phones increase the quality of English education and instruction.
4.24
0.89
25. I am interested in using mobile phones as English language learning tools.
4.04
0.93
26. Mobile phones help students to develop their listening skills when learning
4.04
1.03
English as a foreign language.
27. Mobile phones help students to develop their speaking skills when learning
4.08
0.94
English as a foreign language.
28. Mobile phones help students to develop their reading skills when learning
4.10
0.87
English as a foreign language.
29. Mobile phones help students to develop their writing skills when learning
3.96
0.99
English as a foreign language.
30. Mobile phones help students to develop their grammatical skills when
3.97
1.00
learning English as a foreign language.
31. Mobile phones help students to develop their vocabulary skills when
4.39
0.80
learning English as a foreign language.
32. Mobile phones help students to develop their pronunciation skills when
4.10
0.94
learning English as a foreign language.
33. Mobile phones are useful devices for learning English as a foreign language
4.22
0.97
in the classroom.
34. Mobile phones are useful devices for learning English as a foreign language
3.95
1.15
beyond the classroom
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Overall score
4.09
0.95
As seen in table 3, English preparatory program students agreed that (a) mobile phones increased the quality
of English education and instruction (item 24, M= 4.24; SD= 0.89), (b) they were interested in using mobile
phones as English language learning tools (item 25; M= 4.04; SD= 0.93), (c) mobile phones could be used to
help students to develop their listening skills when learning English as a foreign language (item 26; M= 4.04;
SD= 1.03), (d)mobile phones could be used to help students to develop their speaking skills when learning
English as a foreign language (item 27; M= 4.08; SD= 0.94),(d) mobile phones could be used to help students to
develop their reading skills when learning English as a foreign language (item 28; M= 4.10; SD= 0.87), (e)mobile
phones could be used to help students to develop their writing skills when learning English as a foreign
language (item 29; M= 3.96; SD= 0.99), (f)mobile phones could be used to help students to develop their
grammatical skills when learning English as a foreign language (item 30; M= 3.97; SD= 1.00), (g)mobile phones
could be used to help students to develop their vocabulary skills when learning English as a foreign language
(item 31; M= 4.39; SD= 0.80), (h) mobile phones could be used to help students to develop their pronunciation
skills when learning English as a foreign language (item 32; M= 4.10; SD= 0.94), (i) mobile phones could be
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useful devices for learning English as a foreign language in the classroom (item 33, M= 4.22; SD= 0.97), (j)
mobile phones could be useful devices for learning English beyond the classroom (item 34, M= 3.95; SD= 1.15).
Interviews
Using mobile phones as language learning tools at English preparatory programs?
In response to the first question regarding whether mobile phones should be used as language learning tools at
English preparatory programs or not, while nine participants (90 %) expressed the view that mobile phones
should be used as language learning tools at English preparatory programs, one participant (10 %) expressed
that mobile phones should not be used as language learning tools at English preparatory programs.
Integrating mobile phones into English preparatory programs?
The students were asked whether mobile phones should be integrated into English preparatory programs or
not, nine participants (90 %) responded positively, whereas one participant responded negatively (10 %).
How to use mobile phones in learning English as a foreign language?
In response to the third question related to how to use mobile phones in learning English as a foreign language,
the participants emphasized the significance of (a) creating a social group (e.g. whats up group) for each group
to send written/spoken SMS to the students, (b) watching downloaded video clips of English songs, (c) reading
downloaded English stories, (d) watching BBC or VOA news, (e) watching English movies and soap operas to
develop L2 speaking skills, (d) using mobile phones to learn new English words from electronic dictionaries, (f)
doing writing assignments on mobile phones, (g) presenting topics on mobile phones. The following quotations
illustrate the participants views on how to use mobile phones in learning English as a foreign language:
‘’In my view, mobile phones should be used in teaching listening, writing, and reading to students. For instance,
every EFL teacher should create a social group (e.g. whats up group) for each group to send written/spoken SMS
to the students.’’ (Participant 46)
‘’We can use mobile phones only for dictionary purposes within the classroom. However, beyond the classroom
context, we can use mobile phones for a variety of purposes. We can either watch the downloaded video clips of
English songs or read downloaded English stories.’’ (Participant 21)
‘’We should watch BBC or VOA news on mobile phones.’’ (Participant 107)
‘’We can use mobile phones to learn new English words from electronic dictionaries. On mobile phones, we can
watch English movies and soap operas to develop our L2 speaking skills’’ (Participant 98)
‘’On mobile phones, students can have access to the English presentations of the topics covered in their
coursebooks. They can do vocabulary studies. They can do their writing assignments.’’ (Participant 27)
Benefits of using mobile phones for learning English as a foreign language
In response to the fourth question related to whether using mobile phones is beneficial for learning English as a
foreign language or not, all of the ten participants agreed that using mobile phones is beneficial for learning
English as a foreign language. From the interviews with the participating English preparatory program students,
some of the benefits of using mobile phones for learning as a foreign language are:
‘’When we use what we have learned in our lesson by making translation from English into Turkish or vice versa
on our mobile phones, we can better understand our mistakes and we can be more successful in correcting our
mistakes.’’ (Participant 15)
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‘’We use our time more economically because mobile phones are more practical by their nature. We can forget
to bring our dictionaries with us but we never forget to bring our mobile phones with us. Mobile phones are very
important in all the aspects.’’ (Participant 70)
‘’It is by the help of the mobile phones that we learn the meanings of unknown words, sentences and idioms.
We also learn the pronunciation of unknown words.’’ (Participant 25)
‘’Mobile phones help me to learn how to pronounce English words. They are beneficial for my watching short
English videos and my reading English short stories.’’ (Participant 21)
Any weaknesses of using mobile phones for learning English as a foreign language?
The participants were asked whether there were any weaknesses of using mobile phones for learning English as
a foreign language. They indicated basically two weaknesses which were (a) giving rise to mental laziness and
(b) morphological, syntactic, and semantic deviations in electronic translations. The quotations below illustrate
the views expressed by the participants:
‘’The only weakness of using mobile phones for learning English as a foreign language is that students do not try
to think but they cope with the challanges that they face by the help of their mobile phones without thinking.’’
(Participant 23)
‘’Sometimes, we do not notice that electronic translations made from English into Turkish or vice versa are
wrong. We accept morphological, syntac, and semantic deviations in electronic translations as grammatical.
This situation can give rise to problems if we do not learn the correct translations.’’ (Participant 16)

CONCLUSION
The results of the study showed that English preparatory program students did not utilize mobile phones very
frequently when learning English as a foreign language despite accepting that mobile phones should be used as
language learning tools at English preparatory programs and that they should be integrated into English
preparatory programs. Relevant to English preparatory program students’ use of mobile phones, this research
unearthed that mobile phones can be used for a variety of purposes ranging from creating social groups (e.g.
whats up group) so as to send written/spoken SMS to the students to watching English movies and soap operas
to develop L2 speaking skills.
With respect to benefits of using mobile phones, this research revealed that mobile phones were beneficial for
using time more economically, learning the meanings and pronunciation of unknown words, sentences and
idioms, watching short English videos and reading English short stories. Related to weaknesses of using mobile
phones in learning English as a foreign language, two striking weaknesses were found, which were (a) giving
rise to mental laziness and (b) exhibiting morphological, syntactic, and semantic deviations in electronic
translations.
Related to English preparatory program students’ acceptance of mobile phones, this research also revealed (a)
that mobile phones increased the quality of English education and instruction, (c) that mobile phones helped
students to develop their listening, speaking, reading, writing, grammatical, lexical, and pronunciation skills and
(d) that mobile phones were useful devices for learning English as a foreign language within/beyond the
classroom. Based on the results of the present study, it can be stressed that English preparatory program
students should be stimulated to use mobile phones within/beyond classroom context with respect to learning
English as a foreign language to develop their linguistic, pragmatic and intercultural communicative
competence. In this vein, all English preparatory program EFL teachers should attribute prominence to doing
mobile phone related activities effectively within the classroom and they should recommend their students to
integrate mobile phones into their learning as a foreign language beyond the classroom. Finally, As Kukulska70
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Hulme (2009) state, mobile technology can be perceived as a threat in that it takes learning out of the
classroom, often beyond the reach of the teacher. However, at this juncture, the challenge is to create designs
which clearly describe what is best learned in the classroom, what should be learned beyond the classroom,
and the ways in which ties between these contexts will be made.
th

IJONTE’s Note: This article was presented at 6 International Conference on New Trends in Education ICONTE, 24-26 April, 2015, Antalya-Turkey and was selected for publication for Volume 6 Number 3 of IJONTE
2015 by IJONTE Scientific Committee.

BIODATA AND CONTACT ADDRESSES OF AUTHORS
Murat HISMANOGLU is the head of the English Language and Literature Department at
Usak University, Faculty of Arts and Science, Usak, Turkey. He teaches general English and
technical English to B.A students in different faculties of Usak University. He is interested
in educational phonetics, web-based language instruction and mobile language instruction

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Murat HISMANOGLU
Usak University
1 Eylul Campus
Usak- TURKEY
E.Mail: murat.hismanoglu@usak.edu.tr
Yuksel ERSAN is the head of the Western Languages and Literatures Department at Usak
University, Faculty of Arts and Science, Usak, Turkey. He teaches general German and
technical German to B.A students in different faculties of Usak University. He is interested
in German Language and Literature, German-Turkish, Turkish-German translation
German-Turkish, Turkish-German comparative literature, foreign language instruction and
mobile language instruction.

Assist. Prof. Dr. Yuksel ERSAN
Usak University
1 Eylul Campus
Usak- TURKEY
E. Mail: yuksel.ersan@usak.edu.tr
Rasit COLAK is a research assistant at the Western Languages and Literatures Department of
Faculty of Arts and Science, Usak University, Usak, Turkey. He is currently writing his Ph.D.
on English Poetry. He is interested in English Language and Literature, foreign language
instruction and mobile language instruction.

Rasit COLAK
Usak University
1 Eylul Campus
Usak- TURKEY
E. Mail: rasit.colak@usak.edu.tr
71
Copyright © International Journal on New Trends in Education and Their Implications / www.ijonte.org

International Journal on New Trends in Education and Their Implications
July 2015 Volume: 6 Issue: 3 Article: 07 ISSN 1309-6249

REFERENCES
Albers, M., & Kim, L. (2001). Information design for the small-screen interface: An overview of web design
issues for personal digital assistants. Technical Communications, 49(1), 45-60.
Baleghizadeh, S., & Oladrostam, E. (2010). The effect of Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL) on
grammatical accuracy of EFL students. MEXTESOL Journal, 34(2), 77–86.
Begum, R. (2011). Prospect for cell phones as instructional tools in the EFL classroom: A case study of
Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh. English Language Teaching, 4(1), 105–115.
Borau, K., Ullrich, C., Feng, J., & Shen, R. (2009). Microblogging for language learning: Using twitter to train
communicative and cultural competence. In M. Spaniol, Q. Li, R. Klamma, & R. H. Lau (Eds.), Advances in Web
Based Learning – ICWL 2009 (pp. 78-87). Berlin: Springer.
Chang, C.-K., & Hsu, C-K. (2011). A mobile-assisted synchronously collaborative translation-annotation system
for English as a foreign language (EFL) reading comprehension. Computer Assisted Language Learning, 24(2),
155-180.
Chen, C.M., & Chung, C.J. (2008). Personalized mobile English vocabulary learning system based on item
response theory and learning memory cycle. Computers & Education, 51(2), 624-645.
Cheng, S.-C., Hwang, W.-Y., Wu. S.-Y., Shadiev, R.,& Xie, C.-H. (2010). A mobile device and online system with
contextual familiarity and its effects on English learning on Campus. Journal of Educational Technology and
Society, 13(3), 93-109.
De Jong, T., Specht, M., & Koper, R. (2010). A study of contextualised mobile information delivery for language
learning. Journal of Educational Technology & Society, 13(3), 110–125.
Ducate, L., & Lomicka, L (2009). Podcasting: An effective tool for honing language students’ pronunciation?
Language Learning & Technology, 13(3), 66-86.
Dudeney, G., & Hockly, N. (2012). ICT in ELT: How did we get here and where are we going? ELT Journal, 66(4),
533-542.
Edirisingha, P., Rizzi, C., Nie, M. & Rothwell, L. (2007). Podcasting to provide teaching and learning support for
an undergraduate module on English language and communication. Turkish Online Journal of Distance
Education, 8(3), 87-107.
Huang, Y.-M., Huang, Y.-M., Huang, S.-H., Lin, Y.-T. (2012). A ubiquitous English vocabulary learning system:
Evidence of active/passive attitudes vs. usefulness/ease-of-use. Computers and Education, 58, 273-282.
Huang, L., & Lin, C-C. (2011). EFL learners’ reading on mobile phones. The JALT CALL Journal, 7(1), 61–78.
Kristoffersen, S. & Ljungberg, F. (1998). "Representing modalities in mobile computing," In B. Urban, T. Kirste
and R. Ide (eds.) Proceedings of Interactive applications of mobile computing. Fraunhofer: Institute for
Computer Graphics.
Kukulska-Hulme, A. (2009). Will mobile learning change language learning? ReCALL, 21(02), 157–165.
Kukulska-Hulme, A., & Bull, S. (2009). Theory-based support for mobile language learning: Noticing and
recording. International Journal of Interactive Mobile Technologies (iJIM), 3(2), 12–18.

72
Copyright © International Journal on New Trends in Education and Their Implications / www.ijonte.org

International Journal on New Trends in Education and Their Implications
July 2015 Volume: 6 Issue: 3 Article: 07 ISSN 1309-6249

Kukulska-Hulme, A., & Shield, L. (2008). An overview of mobile assisted language learning: From content
delivery to supported collaboration and interaction. ReCALL, 20(03), 271–289.
Kukulska-Hulme, A., & Traxler, J. (2005). Mobile learning: A handbook for educators and trainers. London:
Routledge.
Lehner, F. & Nosekabel, H. (2002). The role of mobile devices in e learning--first experience with an e-learning
environment. Paper presented at the IEEE International Workshop on Wireless and Mobile Technologies in
Education, Los Alamitos, CA.
Leonidis, A., Korozi, M., Margetis, G., Ntoa, S., Papagiannakis, H., Antona, M., & Stephanidis, C. (2012). A
Glimpse into the Ambient Classroom. Bulletin of the IEEE Technical Committee on Learning Technology, 14(4),
3.
Levy, M., & Kennedy, C. (2005). Learning Italian via mobile SMS. In A. Kukulska-Hulme & J. Traxler (Eds.), Mobile
Learning: A Handbook for Educators and Trainer (pp. 76–83). London, UK: Taylor and Francis.
Liu, T.-Y., Tan, T.-H., & Chu, Y.-L. (2010). QR code and augmented reality-supported mobile English learning
system. In X. Jiang, M. Y. Ma, & C.W. Chen (eds.), Mobile multimedia processing: Lecture notes in computer
science (pp. 37–52). Berlin Heidelberg: Springer-Verlag.
Lu, M. (2008). Effectiveness of vocabulary learning via mobile phone. Journal of Computer Assisted Learning,
24(6), 515-525.
Luan, W. S., Fung, N. S., Nawawi, M., & Hong, T. S. (2005). Experienced and inexperienced Internet users among
pre-service teachers: _ eir use and attitudes toward the Internet. Journal of Educational Technology & Society,
8(1), 90-103.
Morita, M. (2003). Mobile-based Learning (MBL) in Japan. Proceedings of the First Conference on Creating,
Connecting and Collaborating through Computing. Retrieved February 20, 2015 from
http://csdl_.computer.org/comp/proceedings/c5/2003/1975/00/19750128.pdf.
Motallebzadeh, K., & Ganjali, R. (2011). SMS: Tool for L2 Vocabulary Retention and Reading Comprehension
Ability. Journal of Language Teaching and Research, 2(5), 1111-1115.

Ogata, H., Hui, G. L., Yin, C., Ueda, T., Oishi, Y., & Yano, Y. (2008). LOCH: supporting mobile language learning
outside classrooms. International Journal of Mobile Learning and Organisation, 2(3), 271-282.
Park, Y. (2011). A pedagogical framework for mobile learning: Categorizing educational applications of mobile
technologies into four types. International Review of Research in Open and Distance Learning, 12(2), 78-102.
Rueckert, D., Kiser, R., & Cho, M. (2012, March). “Oral language assessment made easy via VoiceThread!”
TESOL International Convention and English Language Expo, Philadelphia, PA, March 28–31.
Saran, M., Seferoglu, G., & Cagiltay K. (2008). Use of mobile phones in language learning: Developing effective
instructional materials. 5th International Conference on Wireless, Mobile and Ubiquitous Technologies in
Education (pp. 39–43). Los Alamitos, CA: IEEE Computer Society.
Saran, M., Seferoglu, G., & Cagiltay, K. (2009). Mobile Assisted Language Learning: English Pronunciation at
Learners' Fingertips. Eurasian Journal of Educational Research, 34, 97-114.

73
Copyright © International Journal on New Trends in Education and Their Implications / www.ijonte.org

International Journal on New Trends in Education and Their Implications
July 2015 Volume: 6 Issue: 3 Article: 07 ISSN 1309-6249

Saran, M., Seferoglu, G., & Cagiltay, K. (2012).Mobile language learning: Contribution of multimedia messages
via mobile phones in consolidating vocabulary. The Asia-Pacific Education Researcher, 21(1), 181–190.
Specht, M., Ternier, S., & Greller, W. (2011). Mobile augmented reality for learning: a case study. Journal of the
Research Center for Educational Technology, 7(1), 117-127.
Şad, S. N., & Göktaş, O. (2013). Preservice teachers’ perceptions about using mobile phones and laptops in
education as mobile learning tools. British Journal of Educational Technology, 45, 606-618.
Shao, Y. (2010). Mobile group blogging in learning: A case study of supporting cultural transition. University of
Nottingham.
Uysal, M.P.,& Gazibey, Y. (2010). A road map to technology from E-learning to mobile learning. In G.
Yamamoto, U. Demiray, & M. Kesim (Eds.), E-Learning in Turkey: Developments and Applications (pp. 483-497).
Ankara: Cem Web Ofset.
Viberg, O., & Grönlund, A. (2012). Mobile Assisted Language Learning: A Literature Review. Retrieved March 15,
2015 from http://ceur-ws.org/Vol-955/papers/paper_8.pdf.
Wong, L. H., & Looi, C. K. (2010). Vocabulary learning by mobile-assisted authentic content creation and social
meaning-making: Two case studies. Journal of Computer Assisted Learning, 26(5), 421–433.

74
Copyright © International Journal on New Trends in Education and Their Implications / www.ijonte.org

International Journal on New Trends in Education and Their Implications
July 2015 Volume: 6 Issue: 3 Article: 07 ISSN 1309-6249

APPENDIX. A Questionnaire on English Preparatory Program Students’ Use and Acceptance of Mobile Phones as a
Language Learning Tool
This questionnaire has been designed to gather data on how students enrolled in English Preparatory Program use
and accept mobile phones in learning English as a foreign language. In the first part of the questionnaire, students are
asked to complete demographic data. In the second part of the questionnaire, twenty-three items on students’ use of
mobile phones in learning English as a foreign language are included. In the last part of the questionnaire, eleven
items on students’ acceptance of mobile phones in learning English as a foreign language are incorporated.
I.Demographics
A. Age :
O 18-20
O 21-23
O 24-24+
B. Gender:
O Male
O Female
C. Internet access
O Yes
O No
D. Mobile service:
O 2/2.5 G
O 3G
O 4G
E. Handset brands:
O Nokia
OSamsung
OSony
O Others
F. Talk time on mobile phone per day
O Less than 5 minutes
O 6-10 minutes
O 11-15 minutes
O 16-20 minutes
O More than 20 minutes
G. Number of SMS received per day
O Less than 5 SMS
O 6-10 SMS
O 11-15 SMS
O16-20 SMS
O More than 20 SMS
H. Number of SMS sent per day
O Less than 5 SMS
O 6-10 SMS
O 11-15 SMS
O 16-20 SMS
O More than 20 SMS
II. English Preparatory Program Students’ Use of Mobile Phones in Learning English as a Foreign Language
(1= Never, 2= Rarely, 3= Sometimes, 4=Generally, 5= Always)
A.Listening
1 2 3 4 5
1.I listen to English songs on my mobile phone.
2. I watch English movies/soap operas on my mobile.
3. I watch English news on my mobile phones.
B. Speaking
4.I talk with my classmates in English on my mobile phone.
5. I talk with my English teacher in English on my mobile phone.
6. I talk with my international friends at our university in English on my mobile phone.
C. Reading
7. I read basic level English reading passages on the Internet on my mobile phone.
8. I read basic level English stories on the Internet on my mobile phone.
9. I read basic level English SMS sent by my classmates to me on my mobile phone.
10. I read basic level English SMS sent by my English teacher to me on my mobile phone.
D. Writing
11. I read basic level English SMS sent by my international friends at our university to me on
my mobile phone.
12.I send my classmates basic level English SMS on my mobile phone.
13. I send my English teacher basic level English SMS on my mobile phone.
14. I send my international friends at our university basic level English SMS on my mobile
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E. Grammar
15. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the structural
properties of basic grammatical structures in English.
16. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the meanings of basic
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14. I send my international friends at our university basic level English SMS on my mobile
phone.
E. Grammar
15. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the structural
properties of basic grammatical structures in English.
16. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the meanings of basic
grammatical structures in English.
17. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the uses of basic
grammatical structures in English.
18. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I have access to the examples
with respect to the basic grammatical structures in English.
F. Vocabulary
19. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the meanings of English
words from the electronic dictionaries on the Internet.
20. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the meanings of English
idioms from the electronic dictionaries on the Internet.
21. It is due to the Internet function of my mobile phone that I learn the present, past and
past participle forms of English irregular verbs from the electronic dictionaries on the
Internet.
G. Pronunciation
22. I listen to how native speakers pronounce English words from pronunciation sites on the
Internet due to the Internet facility of my mobile phone and I try to pronounce these English
words just like native speakers do.
23. I listen to how my English teacher pronounces English words, videotape his/her
pronounciation of these English words and try to pronounce these English words just like my
English teacher does.
III. English Preparatory Program Students’ Acceptance of Mobile Phones in Learning English as Foreign Language
(1= Totally disagree, 2= Disagree, 3= Undecided, 4= Agree, 5= Totally agree)
24.Mobile phones increase the quality of English education and instruction.
1 2 3 4 5
25. I am interested in using mobile phones as English language learning tools.
26. Mobile phones help students to develop their listening skills when learning English as a
foreign language.
27. Mobile phones help students to develop their speaking skills when learning English as a
foreign language.
28. Mobile phones help students to develop their reading skills when learning English as a
foreign language.
29. Mobile phones help students to develop their writing skills when learning English as a
foreign language.
30. Mobile phones help students to develop their grammatical skills when learning English
as a foreign language.
31. Mobile phones help students to develop their vocabulary skills when learning English as
a foreign language.
32. Mobile phones help students to develop their pronunciation skills when learning English
as a foreign language.
33. Mobile phones are useful devices for learning English as a foreign language in the
classroom.
34. Mobile phones are useful devices for learning English as a foreign language outside the
classroom.
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